
www.thenationalherald.com

JULY 3, 2021

The National Herald

T
H

E NATIONAL HERA

LD

Happy 
4THof JULY

THIS CELEBRATORY INSERT WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:

The Behrakis Family Foundation / Dean, Marianne, Evan and Daren Metropoulos  

and the continuous support of the Greek-Americans whose advertisements reinforce our mission of archiving 

our Community's rich history even in the midst of the current health and economic crisis



4th of July Special2 THE NATIONAL HERALD, JULY 3, 2021

3271/66



4th of July SpecialTHE NATIONAL HERALD, JULY 3, 2021 3

a
 b

In celebrating the 

Fourth of July 
we honor those who have made 

the ultimate sacrif ice. 

Thank you to all the veterans 
and active military personnel for keeping us safe.

The Metropoulos Family
202514/1



By Constantine S. Sirigos

Think of how delighted you
are when you finally “attach a
face to the name” of people you
never met or know only from
having spoken on the telephone
– this is the joy engendered by
painter and philanthropist Fred-
eriki Pappas with her book Por-
traits of Historic American Phil-
hellenes, an artifact whose value
is doubled in a year when the

Fourth of July is Celebrated dur-
ing the Greek Bicentennial. 

Some are well-known to us,
in fame and face: Thomas Jef-
ferson, who graces the cover,
James Monroe, John Quincy
Adams, Henry Clay, Daniel Web-
ster, William Henry Harrison,
Harry S. Truman, and F.D.R. –
whose letter to Greece’s King
George after ‘OXI’ Day concludes
with, “I assure Your Majesty that
steps are being taken to extend

such aid to Greece which is de-
fending itself so valiantly.” 

Others until recently were
known only to specialists, but
Community organizations like
EMBCA in New York and the Or-
der of AHEPA, who boldly car-
ried the ball marking the Greek
Bicentennial during the pan-
demic, have brought them into
wider consciousness: The
Cincinnati Philhellenes, Henry
Williams Dwight, Sereno Ed-

wards Dwight, Edward Everett,
Alexander Everett, Albert Gal-
latin, Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe,
George Jarvis, Johnathan P.
Miller, Lucas Miltiades Miller,
Aug Genevieve Valentin Dav-
ezac, John Henry Hill, and
Charles K. Tuckerman, the first
U.S. Ambassador to Greece. 

William T. Washington,
cousin of George Washington,
who fought in Greece, is repre-
sented in the book not by his
portrait, but his ringing and
humbling declaration:  “I want
to die for Greece and Greece
only.” 

If the essence of art is evok-
ing realities – past, present or
possible – and the purpose of
anniversaries is to keep alive
memories that constitute the
foundations of contemporary so-
cieties, then Pappas has per-
formed historical magic with her
book as history comes alive for
readers in this treasury of im-
ages and words that constitute
the icons and scripture of the
Hellenic-American relationship. 

Containing beautiful por-
traits painted by Pappas herself,
the book was originally pub-
lished by Greece’s Ministry of
National Education and Reli-
gious Affairs, Directorate of Int.
Relations in Education in 1995,
with a second edition in 2008. 

Past Greek Deputy Minister
of Economy of Finance, Antonis
Bezas summed up the value of
the book on the front blurb:
“Ms. Pappas’ book … is a re-
minder of the tight bonds be-
tween the Greek and American
Nations, which are based on the
common ideas or freedom and
democracy.” 

The second edition, pub-
lished in 2008, includes fasci-
nating and moving texts –
speeches and letters of Ameri-
can Philhellenes, including part
of the Adamantios Korais-
Thomas Jefferson correspon-
dence. 

There are two moving decla-
rations of support by President
James Monroe. The first, issued
in December, 1822, concludes:
“A strong hope is entertained
that these people will recover
their independence, and resume
their equal station among the
nations of the earth.”

The portraits include some
of the famous leaders of the
Greek Revolution, such as
Theodoros Kolokotronis, Marko
Botsaris, the monk Samuel from
Souli, and a remarkable por-
trayal of physician Samuel Gri-
dley Howe, in klepht dress,
clutching a rifle, his face aglow
with look of resolution, dedica-
tion, and hope. Several of his
letters of appeal for aid and re-
ports on the status of the revo-
lution are included. 

REVELATORY
BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATIONS

What is most interesting in
what is unfolding so far in this
year’s celebrations of the Bicen-
tennial in the United States is
the emphasis placed on the two-
way nature of the impact of the

participation of the American
philhellenes in Greece. Fired up
by the ‘Greek Fire’, what the
passion for the Greek cause was
called in the American press,
which covered it extensively,
fighters who returned from
Greece and activists who stayed
at home but generated vital ma-
terial and financial support for
the revolution could not merely
resume their previous lives after
Greece achieved its indepen-
dence. The nobility and success
of the Greek cause inspired
them to extend their fight for
liberty to their American home-
land, becoming leaders of the
movement to abolish slavery
and in support of women’s suf-
frage. 

Of course, the dialectic began

before 1821: ancient Greece in-
spired the American revolution
of 1776, which in turn fueled
the hopes of the Greek revolu-
tionaries, a process that contin-
ues today as Greece and the
United States grow even closer.

Thirty of Pappas’ portraits
were presented in an exhibition
held at the U.S. Capitol on May

7, 1997, which was highlighted
in the Congressional Record by
Congressman Michael Bilirakis
– Pappas can’t thank his family
enough for their friendship and
support – and gained the praise
of attendees including Speaker
of the House Newt Gingrich,
Senators Paul Sarbanes and
Olympia Snow, Congressmen
George Gekas and Past Con-
gressman Dr. John Brademas.
The host committee included
then-Senator Joe Biden. 

The exhibition was presented
a second time on March 25,
1998, and a third appearance
would be most welcome. 

The book, at 240 pages, may
be purchased for $50 at: fred-
erikipappasartist@gmail.com.
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wishes

A HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
TO ALL OF OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Dr. Nicholas Sarantopoulos, President /CEO

By Eleni Sakellis

In the 245 years since the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was signed, the United States has seen
a tremendous amount of change. From the days
of George Washington and horse-drawn carriages
to Joe Biden and driverless cars, the world today
would be almost completely unrecognizable to
the Founding Fathers. Hopefully, the values that
inspired them to break away from British rule are
still recognizable, however, though most people
probably take them for granted. In the grand
scheme of history, 245 years is not such a long
time, and especially when compared to Greece
with its history stretching back thousands of years,
the United States is still a relatively young nation. 

Early on, the U.S. captured the imagination of
people from all over the world “yearning to
breathe free,” as noted in the Emma Lazarus poem
The New Colossus written in 1883 to raise money
for the construction of the Statue of Liberty’s
pedestal. Of Portuguese Sephardic Jewish descent,
Lazarus worked as a volunteer helping with
refugees who had been detained by immigration
officials on Wards Island. The experience influ-
enced her writing and the depiction of the Statue
of Liberty as the “Mother of Exiles.” By August

1885, the pedestal was fully funded and Lazarus’
poem was soon forgotten. The Statue of Liberty
opened in 1886 without any mention of the poem.
Lazarus passed away, probably from Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, at the age of 38 in 1887. Her friend,
Georgina Schuyler organized an effort in 1901 to
memorialize Lazarus and her poem. In 1903, the
poem was cast in bronze and placed inside the
pedestal’s lower level.

The New Colossus
By Emma Lazarus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes
command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

The “Mother of Exiles” is a potent symbol, for
all those immigrants who came to the United
States in search of a better life. The contributions
immigrants have made to the nation should not
be underestimated or undervalued, and while
there is a serious need for reform to bring the im-
migration system up to date, the policy should
not conflict with the core values upon which the
nation was built. The famous sentence from the
Declaration of Independence sums up those val-
ues:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.”

It should also be noted that many nations
around the world have based their declarations
of independence on the U.S. version, so that the
ideals of democracy, liberty, equality, spread to
countries in Central and South America, Europe,
and as far as New Zealand and its 1835 Declara-
tion of Independence.

By Eraklis Diamataris

As we close in on another 4th of July in the
midst of a pandemic there is a sense of optimism
that has been largely absent surrounding a major
holiday celebration. Despite the worrying vari-
ants of the strains of the virus circulating about,
most Americans do believe that the end of the
pandemic is well within sight and they are look-
ing forward to celebrating Independence Day as
it should be celebrated. Despite the palpable and
justified optimism surrounding the 4th of July
and the pandemic seemingly receding, an over-
looked aspect of the holiday might be that we
are in a very different place as a country since

the Fourth of July last year and any other one
before. Not since the Vietnam War have we seen
a society as sharply critical of their country as a
whole, not just the leaders, elected or otherwise,
but just the country in general. Just a few days
ago an American athlete competing at the United
States Olympic trials intentionally turned away
from the flag while the national anthem was be-
ing played. Given that this is America, the right
to peacefully protest is sacred and must be de-
fended, but let us lower the temperature a little

bit despite the recent heat waves, let us stop
with the narrative of ‘us’ versus ‘them'’ which
leads  nowhere positive or productive. The po-
litical tensions, coupled with the frustration of
being in this pandemic for more than a year has
led to a fully combustible situation in the United
States, where you see people losing patience
with one another, allowing meanness to prevail.
A society can only work as well as the members
of it allow, meaning we will go nowhere fast
without people helping one another not just in

times of need but in general, and lifting up in-
stead of tearing down. 

Instead of a superficial Fourth of July holiday,
fun as it is, let’s make it more than just lounge
chairs, barbecues, and your favorite beer. We
are certainly at an inflection point in our society
where we have to once again try to make every-
body that is an American feel like they belong
here, that they are welcome here – and that the
flag that so many have died for and so many
have sacrificed for, represents them too. Try to
spend 4th of July in a way that is welcoming,
warm, friendly, and let's build a better Nation
moving forward – just the way the founders in-
tended. Happy Birthday America!

Celebrating the Fourth of July and 245 Years of Independence

Patriotic Treats from Krispy Kreme
In honor of the 4th of July, Krispy Kreme has added to its menu, for a limited time, patriotically
decorated doughnuts to help make your celebration festive and tasty.

AP PHoTo

Portraits of Historic American Philhellenes 
Inspire on Fourth of July During Greek Bicentennial

Thomas Jefferson appears on the cover of Portraits of Historic
American Philhellenes by Frederiki Pappas. 

United We Stand

AmAzon

William T. Washington, cousin of George Washington
[declared]: “I want to die for Greece and Greece only.” 

The National Herald wishes you all a
Happy 4th of July!
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We proudly wish 

all Greek Americans 

a Happy 4th of July!

The Behrakis Family



By Woody Holton
University of South Carolina
THE CONVERSATION

Editor's note: Americans
may think they know a lot about
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, but many of those ideas
are elitist and wrong, as histo-
rian Woody Holton explains.

His forthcoming book "Lib-
erty is Sweet: The Hidden His-
tory of the American Revolu-
tion" shows how independence
and the Revolutionary War were
influenced by women, Indige-
nous and enslaved people, reli-
gious dissenters and other once-
overlooked Americans.

In celebration of the United
States' 245th birthday, Holton
offers six surprising facts about
the nation's founding document
– including that it failed to
achieve its most immediate goal
and that its meaning has
changed from the founding to
today.

ORDINARY AMERICANS
PLAYED A BIG ROLE

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence was written by wealthy
white men, but the impetus for

independence came from ordi-
nary Americans. Historian
Pauline Maier discovered that
by July 2, 1776, when the Con-
tinental Congress voted to sep-
arate from Britain, 90 provincial
and local bodies – conventions,
town meetings and even grand
juries – had already issued their
own declarations or instructed
Congress to. 

In Maryland, county conven-
tions demanded that the provin-
cial convention tell Maryland's
congressmen to support inde-
pendence. Pennsylvania assem-
blymen required their congres-
sional delegates to oppose
independence – until Philadel-
phians gathered outside the
State House, later named Inde-
pendence Hall, and threatened
to overthrow the legislature,
which then dropped this instruc-
tion.

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE
IS DUE IN PART TO AFRICAN

AMERICANS
Like the U.S. Constitution,

the final version of the Declara-
tion never uses the word "slave."
But African Americans loomed
large in the first draft, written

by Thomas Jefferson.
In that early draft, Jefferson's

single biggest grievance was
that the mother country had
first foisted enslaved Africans on
white Americans and then at-
tempted to incite them against
their patriot owners. In an ob-
jection to which he gave 168
words – three times as many as
any other complaint – Jefferson
said George III had encouraged
enslaved Americans "to pur-
chase that liberty of which he
has deprived them, by murder-
ing the people upon whom he
also obtruded them."

Numerous other white
Southerners joined Jefferson in
venting their rage at the mother
country for, as one put it, "point-
ing a dagger to their Throats,
thru the hands of their Slaves."

Britain really had forged an
informal alliance with African
Americans – but it was the
slaves who initiated it. In No-
vember 1774, James Madison
became the first white American
to report that slaves were plot-
ting to take advantage of divi-
sions between the colonies and
the mother country to rebel and
obtain their own freedom. Ini-

tially the British turned down
African Americans' offer to fight
for their king, but the slaves
kept coming, and on November
15, 1775, Lord Dunmore, the
last British governor of Virginia,
finally published an emancipa-
tion proclamation. It freed all
rebel- (patriot-) owned slaves
who could reach his lines and
would fight to suppress the pa-
triot rebellion. 

The Second Continental Con-
gress was talking about Dun-
more and other British officials
when it claimed, in the final
draft of the Declaration, that
George III had "excited domestic
insurrection amongst us." That
brief euphemism was all that re-
mained of Jefferson's 168-word
diatribe against the British for
sending Africans to America and
then inciting them to kill their
owners. But no one missed its
meaning.

THE COMPLAINTS WEREN'T
ACTUALLY ABOUT THE KING

Britain's king is the subject
of 33 verbs in a declaration that
never once says "Parliament."
But nine of Congress' most
pressing grievances actually
were about parliamentary
statutes. And even British offi-
cials like those who cracked
down on Colonial smuggling
worked not for George III but
for his Cabinet, which was in ef-
fect a creature of Parliament.

By targeting only the king –
who played a purely symbolic
role in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, akin to modern
America's Uncle Sam – Congress
reinforced its novel argument
that Americans did not need to
cut ties to Parliament, since they

had never had any.

THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE DOES NOT
ACTUALLY DENOUNCE

MONARCHY
As Julian P. Boyd, the found-

ing editor of "The Papers of
Thomas Jefferson," pointed out,
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence "bore no necessary antag-
onism to the idea of kingship in
general."

Indeed, several members of
Congress, including John Dick-
inson of Pennsylvania, openly
admired limited monarchy.
Their beef was not with all kings
and queens but with King
George III – and him only as the
front man for Parliament.

THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE FELL
SHORT OF ITS MOST
PRESSING PURPOSE

In June 1776, delegates who
supported independence sug-
gested that if Congress declared
it soon, France might immedi-
ately accept its invitation to an
alliance. Then the French Navy
could start intercepting British
supply ships bound for America
that very summer. 

But in reality it took French
King Louis XVI a long 18 months
to agree to a formal alliance,
and the first French ships and
soldiers did not enter the war
until June 1778.

ABOLITIONISTS AND
FEMINISTS SHIFTED THE

DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE'S FOCUS TO

HUMAN RIGHTS
In keeping with the Declara-

tion of Independence's largely

diplomatic purpose, hardly any
of its white contemporaries
quoted its now-famous phrases
about equality and rights. In-
stead, as the literary scholar Eric
Slauter discovered, they spot-
lighted its clauses justifying one
nation or state in breaking up
with another.

But before the year 1776 was
out, as Slauter also notes,
Lemuel Haynes, a free African
American soldier serving in the
Continental Army, had drafted
an essay called "Liberty Further
Extended." He opened by quot-
ing Jefferson's truisms "that all
men are created equal" and "en-
dowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights." 

By highlighting these claims,
Haynes began the process of
shifting the focus and meaning
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence from Congress' ordinance
of secession to a universal dec-
laration of human rights. That
effort was later carried forward
by other abolitionists, Black and
white, by women's rights ac-
tivists and by other seekers of
social justice, including Abra-
ham Lincoln.

In time, abolitionists and
feminists transformed Congress'
failed bid for an immediate
French alliance into arguably
the most consequential freedom
document ever composed.

This article is republished from
The Conversation under a Cre-
ative Commons license. Read
the original article here:
https://theconversation.com/the
-declaration-of-independence-
wasnt-really-complaining-about-
king-george-and-5-other-surpris-
ing-facts-for-july-4th-162640.

16602 San Pedro Ave., 
San Antonio, TX  78232

(Hwy 281 to Thousand oaks 
Park oaks Shopping Center, 

Βehind Frost bank)

(210) 403-0565
(702) 782-8696
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In celebrating the 4th of July, not only Americans 
feel joy and pride, but Greeks as well, 

since it is well-known that the Founding Fathers 
were inspired by Greece and ancient Greek philosophy

and wisdom to establish a nation based 
on the democratic ideals and values of our ancestors.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY

Panagiotis Velentzas 
and Family

www.johnthegreek.com
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Happy
Independence 
Day
The Sofia & Angelo K. Tsakopoulos Family
Katina Tsakopoulos
Lieutenant Governor 
Eleni & Dr. Markos Kounalakis
Athena Tsakopoulos
Brianne & Kyriakos Tsakopoulos
Chrysa & George Demos
Alexandra & Rick Saker

By Constance M. Constant

Lady Gaga’s splashy Star-Spangled Banner at
President Biden’s Inauguration amusingly brought
to mind my father’s Greek village in 1955, when
I was fifteen. Arcadian Mercovouni was the last
place I expected to solo about “broad stripes and
bright stars.”

I recall our June, nighttime touchdown: TWA’s
tiny window revealed the illuminated Acropolis
below. The immense propeller-driven Constella-
tion took 24 hours to travel 5,000 + miles from
Chicago to the splendid land of our ancestors:
my first visit. 

Bright-eyed Mama and snowy-haired Papa al-
ways reminisced about grandparents I, sadly,
would never know in their ‘patrida’.

Until this journey with my parents, I had not
spent much leisure time with Papa, a
restaurant/bar owner. My family worked long,
grueling hours at the magazi. For relaxation, Papa
loved to read. Our home bookcase featured
Homer, Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, and Aris-
totle, along with his hardbacks about Washington,
Jefferson, and Lincoln. I had not yet read my fa-
ther’s books.

Surely, European Athens differed from New
World Chicago. Goddess Athena’s immense polis
boasted white marble sidewalks but few auto-
matic traffic signals. Surprisingly, Athenians dined
outdoors, at sidewalk cafes – after dark.

We eagerly ascended Western civilization’s sa-
cred hill – Acropolis visitors could still enter the
Parthenon’s interior. Touring northern Pelopon-
nesos, our bus scraped deadly heights along nar-
row, mountain roads. Passenger angst explained
religious icons positioned around the bus driver.
In Mycenae, Papa soaked-in Agamemnon’s ‘home-
town’.

That evening, 14,000 of us showed up at Epi-
daurus’ ancient theater to sit outdoors, wrapped

in genius-perfect acoustics, for Euripides’ tragedy,
Hecuba. Academy-award-winning Katina Paxinou
masterfully portrayed the immortal Trojan
Queen’s desolation in losing husband Priam, plus
nineteen sons and four daughters she had per-
sonally given birth to – all because of beautiful
Helen. Papa disclosed, “Agamemnon had lots to
do with igniting Hecuba’s grief.”

My knowledgeable father proudly introduced
my Greek roots clearly, ably, and enjoyably. Start-
ing life in America as an impoverished thirteen-
year-old shoeshine boy, he taught himself English,
dictionary in hand, reading Chicago’s newspapers
– with no opportunity to attend college. Papa
would have been a brilliant history professor.

Trip highlights? My parents’ joyful reunions
with family and birthplaces. Meeting lovable
aunts, uncles, and cousins – I realized intervening
oceans never severed our common bonds. Greek
villages, ten years after devastating Nazis occu-
pation, vastly differed from today’s Greece: no
electricity, no indoor plumbing, few conveniences.
“Don’t waste water!” Papa directed. “Villagers
work hard loading containers on donkeys to walk
to wells – for water. Not like turning on a faucet
connected to Lake Michigan.”

Mama’s Tegea birthplace, adjacent to Alea
Athena’s ruined Golden Age temple, fused history
with emotion. “I played hide and seek with my
sisters and brother among these ruins,” Mama
smiled, then wept, missing parents who died circa
World War II, as had Papa’s parents.

In his mountain-rimmed Mercovouni, Papa
sent me, atop a donkey, to a distant well with my
cousins, for water collection. Immersed in sizzling
sunshine and pristine Arcadian air, I noticed every
hillside pebble was clearly visible. Smog was still
foreign to Greece.

A reunion dinner in Mercovouni meant meet-
ing more relatives. Mama helped my aunts wash
dishes, the hard way. Additional guests arrived
after nightfall when kerosene lamps were lit in-
doors. Men, sipping homemade retsina wine from
stemless glasses, took command of the dining
table and began singing songs from Greek Revo-
lutionary times. 

That’s when my cousins invited me to hang
out on the quiet village road. The brilliant moon
spread its exquisite silvery patina over red-tiled
roofs and encircling mountains. More stars
sparkled in the black sky than I had ever seen be-
fore. Chatting together under bright starlight, I
heard Papa calling me inside with a peculiar re-

quest.
“Connie, I want you to sing the Star-Spangled

Banner.”
“Do ... what?”
“Sing the national anthem,” he repeated. Be-

hind him I spotted the throng – watching us.
“Why?”
“I’m explaining America’s national anthem.”
As the shyest of kids, I never wanted to sing

solo to anyone. But, parental determination mush-
roomed behind his spectacles – that ‘look’ – every
kid knows. Refusing, in front of his kinfolk, was
unimaginable.

“They don’t understand English,” I tried.
“I’m gonna translate,” he assured me.
Someone brought me a vacant chair and I sat,

uncomfortably facing our audience; Papa stood
to my left. We were a duo.

Shadows flickered in lantern glow as Papa ex-
plained the 1812 British attack on Fort McHenry
– in Greek. Soft, golden, lamp flames shined on
our listeners – villagers’ gold teeth glistened in
kerosene light. I glanced up at my history-engaged
father. Grasping his signal I inhaled, initiating a
wobbly – “Oh, say can you see...”

Unlike self-assured, glamorous Lady Gaga at
Biden’s Inauguration, I sang softly in the
crammed, shadowy room while Papa translated.
Time dragged – endless lyrics lingered. Finally
reaching “... land of the free and home of the
brave,” our anthem gratefully ended. Stunned by
cordial applause, I looked up at Papa. He was
smiling from ear to ear.

Later, I asked, “Our national anthem? Why,
Papa?”

“They asked about America – from somebody
who lives there. The Fourth of July – is tomor-
row… and U.S. history is important, too.”

Getting to know my father better while travel-
ing to Greece with my parents, when I was fifteen,
is a singular, lovingly remembered event in my
life. It was in Papa’s ‘patrida; I learned my father,
a very proud Greek, was also a very proud, good
American.

Constance M. Constant is the author of Austin
Lunch, Greek-American Recollections; Cosmos
Publishing, 2005, and American Kid, Nazi-
Occupied Greece Through a Child’s Eyes; Year of
the Book, 2016.

Star-Spangled Solo 

In this Jan. 20, 2021 file photo, Lady Gaga sings the national anthem during President-elect
Joe Biden's inauguration at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 

“Lady Gaga’s splashy Star-Spangled
Banner at President Biden’s Inauguration
amusingly brought to mind my father’s
Greek village in 1955, when I was fifteen.
Arcadian Mercovouni was the last place I
expected to solo about ‘broad stripes and
bright stars.’”

AP PHoTo/SAUL Loeb, PooL, FiLe
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Surprising Facts for July 4th
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International Meat Market
36-12 30th Ave., Astoria, NY • Tel.: (718) 626-6656

W
R

To our customers, friends and the Greek-American community 
Happy Independence Day!

Freedom, Liberty, Unity 

John Stratigakis, owner
and staff

We serve our customers the freshest high quality meat everyday.
Thank you for your patronage.

3028/5

On this special day when we honor our country, we also take a moment to 
remember our father, Gust C. Kraras, who passed away in 2018. While only 
arriving in the U.S. three years prior to the start of World War II, he enlisted 
and served proudly in the U.S. Army and with the Office of Strategic Services
(OSS) in the occupied mountains of Greece.

His Group was in between missions on July 4, 1944. They gathered with some
of the local residents and explained to them the significance of the 4th of July 
and so they fired their weapons in the air in celebration in lieu of fireworks.

He was very proud to be an American.

a
 b

Bakerie 

Wide variety of fresh Mediterranean
goods made on premises. 

Fingerlicking Mousaka, Crisp miniature
apple tarts, special Greek desserts 

including our famous Galaktoboureko,
assorted flavor Baklava

Our Breakfast Catering includes wide
selection of breakfast options 

such as mixed veggie and feta frittata 
or our fresh imported Greek Yogurt bar

with Cretan honey and fresh fruits 

CATERING AVAILABLE

Store Hours: Mon- Sat: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. — Sun 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

512 Broome Street, New York, NY 10013 
Tel.:  212 226 2701 - Fax:  212 226 2880

e-mail: info@pibakerie.com - www.pibakerie.com
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To our customers,
friends 

& 
the Greek - American 

community  
Happy 

Independence Day
Happy 4th of July

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Many
Americans aching for normalcy
as pandemic restrictions end are
looking forward to traditional
Fourth of July fireworks. But
with a historic drought in the
U.S. West and fears of another
devastating wildfire season, of-
ficials are canceling displays,
passing bans on setting off fire-
works or begging for caution.

Fireworks already have
caused a few small wildfires, in-
cluding one started by a child in
northern Utah and another in
central California. Last year, a py-
rotechnic device designed for a
baby's gender reveal celebration
sparked a California blaze that
killed a firefighter during a U.S.
wildfire season that scorched the
second-highest amount of land
in nearly 40 years. 

Some regions of the Ameri-
can West are experiencing their
worst drought conditions in
more than a century this year,
said Jennifer Balch, director of
Earth Lab at the University of
Colorado. People setting off fire-
works at home is a concern be-
cause of both the tinder-box
conditions ripe for starting wild-
fires and the threat of injuries.
Last year, injuries spiked to their
highest level in 15 years after
the pandemic canceled large
gatherings, federal data shows. 

"As a fire scientist, I'm brac-
ing myself for this fire season
because of how dry and hot it is
already," Balch said. "I think fire-
works right now are a terrible
idea."

Fireworks industry profes-
sionals, who also stressed cau-
tion in drought-prone areas, ex-
pect strong sales despite a
shortage caused by pandemic-
related manufacturing slow-
downs and trade disruptions.

"We think we're going to
have a tremendous year," said
James Fuller, a fireworks safety
expert with Alabama-based TNT
Fireworks. 

While fireworks are integral
to the country's Independence
Day celebrations, they ignite
thousands of fires a year — in-
cluding one that burned Bobbie
Uno's home in Clearfield, Utah,
on the holiday last year. She had
to jump out of the way before it
struck the side of her house. 

"Within five seconds, my
house, from the bushes to the
rooftop, it was burning," Uno
said. The blaze caused $60,000
in damage and forced her family
out of their home for weeks. 

"I want everyone to be aware
of the danger, because it's scary
even in a small cul-de-sac," Uno
said. 

Several Utah cities are ban-
ning people from setting off
their own fireworks this year
during the record drought, but
many Republicans are against a
statewide prohibition. GOP Salt
Lake County Councilwoman
Aimee Winder Newton supports
restrictions but thinks this year
is a bad time for a blanket ban.

"We're just coming out of this
pandemic where people already
felt like government was restrict-
ing them in so many ways," she
said. "When you issue bans arbi-
trarily, we could have a situation
where people who weren't going
to light fireworks purposely go
and buy fireworks to just send a
message to government." 

State fireworks laws vary
considerably across the U.S., but
local bans on personal fireworks
are popping up from Montana

to Oregon, which was stricken
by massive wildfires last year.

In Arizona, which already is
being scorched by more than a
dozen wildfires, many cities have
canceled their public fireworks
shows. The Yavapai-Apache Na-
tion typically hosts a display out-
side its casino near the central
Arizona city of Camp Verde.

"This year, with conditions
being worse than last year, we
decided in May that we would
not have fireworks," said James

Perry, a spokesman for the
tribe's Cliff Castle Casino Hotel.
"Based on the large fires cur-
rently burning in and around
our community, we're happy
with our decision."

It's a similar story in Col-
orado, where dozens of shows
have been scuttled, including in
Steamboat Springs, a ski town
where firefighters are already
spread thin. 

"The grass always catches on
fire ... why are we doing some-

thing that causes fire when fire's
our biggest issue?" said Winnie
DelliQuadri, town special pro-
jects manager.

But in neighboring Wyoming,
business is booming at fireworks
stores, including sales of prod-
ucts prohibited elsewhere. The
parking lots fill on weekends,
and many cars have out-of-state
plates.

"It's not just Colorado," said
Ben Laws, manager of Pyro City.
"We see people from Nebraska,
we see people from Montana,
we see people from all over
coming to buy."

Other cities, including Boise,
Idaho, and Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico, are working to ban personal
fireworks while keeping their
public displays, where safety
precautions are often stronger
and firefighters are on alert. 

In North Dakota, where more
than two-thirds of the state is
in extreme or exceptional
drought — the two worst cate-
gories — some areas are passing
local bans. In South Dakota,
where conditions are somewhat
less dire, the governor is fight-
ing the federal government to
hold a fireworks display at
Mount Rushmore. 

A show that draws tens of
thousands of people to Lake
Tahoe, Nevada, near the Cali-
fornia state line, was originally
canceled for the second year in
a row, but organizers later de-
cided to mount a "smaller, safe
fireworks experience." Holding
fireworks shows over water is
one of the safer ways to cele-
brate, said Balch, the professor. 

The industry urges people
lighting their own fireworks to
follow local restrictions, pick a
flat location a safe distance from
homes, have a water source at
hand to douse used products
and dispose of them carefully. 

Some safety officials would
rather see people avoid lighting
their own fireworks all together.
Michele Steinberg with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Associa-
tion pointed to federal data
showing 15,600 Americans
went to emergency rooms for
fireworks-related injuries last
year, thousands more than the
year before. 

"I love watching the fire-
works displays, but they're hon-
estly not safe in consumer
hands," she said. "Even a
sparkler can get up to 1,200 de-
grees, which is actually how hot
a wildfire burns."

Drought Woes in Dry U.S. West Raise July 4 Fireworks Fears

TOP: A wildfire on Traverse Mountain threatens homes on June 28, 2020, in Lehi, Utah. Officials said fireworks caused the
wildfire. With a historic drought in the U.S. West and fears of another devastating wildfire season, officials are canceling for the
Fourth of July fireworks displays, passing bans or begging for caution. Fireworks already have caused a few small wildfires as
some parts of the American West experience their worst drought conditions in more than 100 years. ABOVE LEFT: A "Orem City
Fireworks Restriction" sign is shown on Tuesday, June 22, 2021, in Orem, Utah. ABOVE RIGHT: Boxes for fireworks are shown
in fireworks vendors tent Thursday, June 24, 2021, in Sandy, Utah. 
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